Reactivity of lupus erythematosus antibodies with leukemic helper T cells.
Immunoabsorbent columns, containing membrane fragments of either leukemic "helper" T cells or B cell lymphoblasts, were used to isolate and study antilymphocyte antibodies from plasmas of 2 patients with systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE). Both plasmas contained IgG which bound to and could be eluted from the "helper" T cell column. These antibodies significantly inhibited normal lymphocyte proliferative responses to microbial and histocompatibility antigens. The findings indicate that these SLE plasmas contain immunoglobulins of the IgG class which react with leukemic "helper" T cells and inhibit normal effector T cell function.